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Headteacher's Message

As we reach the end of our fourth week at Thornden Wood Primary
School, I would like to say how incredibly proud I am of all our
children. They have returned to school with enthusiasm,
determination and a wonderful attitude towards learning.
Classrooms have been buzzing with excitement, pupils have
settled quickly into new routines, and it has been fantastic to see
so many children embracing new challenges and opportunities.
Our new pupils have made a superb start and have already become
valued members of our school community. Thank you to our
dedicated staff, supportive parents and carers, and of course our
amazing children, for helping to make the start of this academic
year such a positive and successful one. We look forward to
building on this momentum and achieving even more together in
the weeks ahead.

Mrs K. Espley - Headteacher

Attendance 
The class with the best attendance this week has been ELM CLASS with

an amazing 98.3% attendance!!! They will be rewarded with a special
treat one day next week.

Upcoming Events

Census Day Special Menu      1st Oct
Individual School Photos 8th Oct

Maple Class - Swimming     28  Septth



 Our Reception children have made us so proud!
 

We are delighted with how well our newest pupils in Reception
have settled into school life and embraced every opportunity with
such enthusiasm. 
Over the past few weeks, our Acorns and Conkers classes have
been busy exploring their new classrooms and discovering all the
wonderful areas around school. They have quickly learned new
routines, made new friends, and brought smiles to the faces of
everyone they meet.
So far, the children have enjoyed playing games, listening to
sounds, visiting Forest School, becoming witches and wizards in
PE, and singing lots of songs together. 
We can't wait to see what exciting adventures, discoveries, and
achievements the rest of this term and beyond will bring as our
Acorns and Conkers continue to grow and flourish at Thornden
Wood! 
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We are delighted to introduce the newest members of the
Thornden Wood family: Herman the tortoise and our six new

chickens!
The children have been incredibly excited to welcome our new
arrivals and are already enjoying learning about how to care for
them. Herman has quickly become a favourite with pupils, while
our chickens have been busy settling into their new home and

delighting everyone with their friendly personalities.
Having animals in school provides wonderful opportunities for

children to develop responsibility, compassion and an
understanding of the natural world. We are looking forward to

seeing the positive impact they will have on our school community
and can't wait to share more updates about their adventures

throughout the year.
Be sure to say hello to Herman and our feathered friends when you

visit Thornden Wood! 🐢🐓💚
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Bravo Equestrian 
Theatre Visit

Last week, our families were invited into school to visit our wonderful Art Gallery and
admire the fantastic artwork created by our children, all inspired by the artistic technique

of pointillism.

Each year group explored the work of a different artist:
Year 1 studied Vincent van Gogh

Year 2 studied Jo Kosta
Year 3 studied Georges Seurat

Year 4 studied Paul Signac
Year 5 studied Jerry Wilkerson
Year 6 studied Catherine Bath

The artwork on display was truly impressive, showcasing the children's creativity, attention
to detail and developing artistic skills. We were especially proud of how confidently each

class spoke to their visitors, explaining their chosen artist, the techniques they had learned
and the inspiration behind their work.

A huge thank you to all the families who attended and helped make the event such a
success. It was wonderful to see our children sharing their achievements with such pride
and enthusiasm. We are incredibly proud of every pupil who contributed to this fantastic

celebration of art.

Pointillism Art Gallery 
LETS CELEBRATE!!!LETS CELEBRATE!!!LETS CELEBRATE!!!
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Some of our children recently enjoyed a fantastic day out at the award-winning
Bravo Equestrian Theatre at White Horse Farm Equestrian Centre in Meopham,

Kent.
The children were captivated by the live family show, which combined horses,

music, storytelling and spectacular performances. The heart-warming story
followed one little horse with a very big dream, keeping everyone entertained

from start to finish.
The visit provided a wonderful opportunity for our children to experience a

unique theatre production and create some very special memories together. It
was lovely to see their excitement and enthusiasm throughout the day, and they
thoroughly enjoyed meeting the horses and watching the talented performers in

action.
We were especially proud of how well-behaved the children were throughout

the visit. They represented Thornden Wood brilliantly, demonstrating excellent
manners, respect and enthusiasm at all times. Staff were extremely impressed

with the way they conducted themselves and were a real credit to both our
school and their families.

A huge thank you to everyone involved in making this memorable experience
possible. It was a truly wonderful day that will be remembered for a long time to

come.

Bravo Equestrian - Theatre Visit
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Term 1 - 2026 Thursday 3rd September – Thursday 22nd October 

Half Term Break  Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October      

Term 2 - 2026 Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th December 

Winter Break  Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January 

Term 3 - 2027 Monday 4th January – Friday 12th February 

Half Term Break  Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 

Term 4 - 2027 Monday 22nd February – Thursday 25th March 

Spring Break  Friday 26th March – Friday 9th April 

Term 5 - 2027 Monday 12th April – Friday 28th May 

Half Term Break  Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June

Term 6 - 2027 Tuesday 8th June – Tuesday 20th July 

Term Dates 2026/27

Staff Development Days  

School is not open for children to attend 

Tuesday 1st September 2026
Wednesday 2  September 2026nd

Friday 23  October 2026rd

Monday 7  June 2027th

Wednesday 21st July 2027

Bank Holidays (School Closed)  

Friday 26th March 2027    
Monday 3rd May 2027 
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